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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Dear Gamma Eta Sisters, 

Renee and I attended the Epsilon State Convention last month in Bossier City.  The area was 

flooded in some areas, and we had to take a slight detour when we got close to Shreveport, but 

State Troopers were there to direct traffic.  It was a beautiful day with blue skies and no rain, so 

our travel was pleasant, but we felt for those that were flooded.  There were many convention 

cancellations due to the flooding.  Out of the 249 registered, 162 attended, including 13 from 

the Southeast District.  Those that were in attendance had a great time.  Our theme basket was 

won by Kenny Barkley (Mu).  We received the Gold Key Chapter Award and the Newsletter 

Award.  Congratulations to all of you for contributing to our success, especially to Margret for 

getting our website up and running and to Barbara for great newsletters.  I was also able to pick 

up a couple of certificates that we didn’t receive last year.  District Directors collected $770 for 

White Elephant scholarship fund.  See my picture (What I won’t do for Delta Kappa Gamma!)  

Over $21,000 was collected for the Florence Amy Disaster Fund.  If any of you have 

experienced flood, fire, or other disaster, you may apply for assistance.  I personally received 

assistance after Hurricane Katrina, so this fund is near and dear to me. 

I recently received word from Mary McGehee, President of Alpha Xi, that the speaker for our 

April 11
th
 combined meeting had a stroke.  Mr. Dupree is in rehab and plans to reschedule his 

talk on the Orphan Train Museum in the future.  We all wish him well for a full and speedy 

recovery.  We will have our Gamma Eta meeting on our regularly scheduled date and time.  

Please see the Announcements box on the next page, and plan to come to our April 19
th

 meeting 

to vote on, welcome and support our new officers for the 2016-18 biennium.  Barbara is making 



 

 

a summer artichoke soup, and I will bring cole slaw.  We could use a dessert, bread or rolls, 

drinks, and paper products. 

Please keep all of our members having health and other family issues in your thoughts and 

prayers.  I too have a sister-in-law that is thankful for every remaining day that she has with her 

sons and grandchildren.    

Mary Jane                                                                                                     

           

 

 

 

  “WE ARE SO PROUD” 

➢ Of Gamma Eta Chapter for being selected as a Gold Key Chapter at 

the State Convention.  Thank you to those chapter members who 

worked so hard to help us attain this lofty goal. 

➢ Of the chapter for receiving the Newsletter Award.  Note our 

insignia below denoting the award. 

                                                                                  

 

    

 

 



 

 

 

 

SECRETARY’S NOTES SECOND VICE PRESIDENT REPORTS ON…. 

“MEMBERSHIP” 

From Margret…… 

Previously our chapter was to 

combine with Alpha XI for our 

April Meeting.  Note the change 

in date and location in the 

president’s message and 

announcements.  Our chapter 

will now meet (possibly with 

Alpha Xi) for election of officers 

and Technology Tips 

 

We continue to increase membership in 

the Gamma Eta chapter. Three of our 

newer members have agreed to leadership 

positions for the next two years.  

 

Linda  

 

 

 

 

 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Our chapter will elect officers for the next biennium.  The nominating committee has 

selected the following for your consideration.  Election will be held on April 19, 2016. 

President - F. Margret Atkinson 

1
st
 Vice President - Debbie Uzie 

2
nd

 Vice President - Linda Landry 

Secretary - Kathryn Ferguson 

The President selects the Treasurer. 

Nominations Committee: B. Verdin, L. Landry, M. Atkinson 

 

 



 

 

 

 

DELTA KAPPA GAMMA promotes professional and personal growth of women educators and excellence in education.  

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BEST WISHES!!!! 

Chapter Meeting April 19, 2016 

Time:  6:00 p.m. 

Where:  Home of Linda Landry, 5715 

Harelson Dr., St. Gabriel, LA 70776 

Program: Election of Officers; Skype 
or other technology tip(s) by Margret 

(Note:  Bring your Gmail account, 

binder, and devices.) 

Hostesses:  Linda Landry and Margret 

Atkinson; Pot Luck 

 

New Officer Training in Pineville, 
LA, Sat., June 4th.  New Officers 
need to register after election. 
 
2016 SE District Meeting in 

Ponchatoula on Sat., Sept. 24th 

Spoke to Betty Kraft who fell and 

broke vertebrae in her back.  She is 

making terrific progress and will be at 

the April Meeting. 

We continue to think about Lora and 
Pat Patureau.   Pat completed his 

treatments at Mayo Clinic and has 

since developed some other 

complications.  Please pray for them. 

Carol Peltier recently had a 

Pacemaker inserted.  She is doing 

well and getting stronger by the day. 

Catherine Brooks also needs our 

prayers as she is suffering from 

excruciating back pain.  Her wrist is 

much improved.  Catherine is limited 

in her abilities to perform any jobs. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

STATE AND INTERNATIONAL FOCUS 

Mary Jane Clark and Renee Siccone recently attended the Epsilon State 
Convention in Bossier City.   Our chapter, thanks to the diligence and talents of 
Renee, donated a First Timers Basket.  The theme of our basket was “Celebrating 
Our French Heritage.”  Please note the pictures sent by Renee on the following 
page taken at the State Convention. 
Now is certainly the time to consider attending the International Convention to be 
held in Nashville, Tennessee, beginning July 5th.  The DKG NEWS has all the details 
of events, programs, and activities.  Sounds like so much fun! 

 

 

EDITOR’S EDICTS 

A recent event and happening has given me much time to reflect just how fragile life is, 

and how we must cherish each moment and each person that has meaning in our lives. 

Our family has, in the last couple of weeks, found out that my dear sister-in-law has been 

diagnosed with Frontal Temporal Lobe Dementia.  She is in her 50’s, so vibrant, full of 

energy, and certainly a treasure to our family.  This terrible condition is already taking a 

toll on her quality of life with only promises of more devastation to come.  I think about 

her often during the day and feel so sad; Sad for her, her children, grandchildren, and for 

the rest of our family.  But I also think about her remarkable faith, the positive impact she 

has had on each member of our family and that she has a wonderful life being prepared 

for her when that time comes.   

 

Why am I telling you this story?  Because I hope that you, like me, will cherish even 

more the friends and relatives with whom we enjoy a relationship and fellowship.  Start 

today telling those loved ones, “I love you.”  It will make you have a better day and life.  

Barbara Verdin, Newsletter Editor            barbaraverdin@att.net 

 

mailto:din@att.net


 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Kenny Barkley (Mu) won Gamma Eta’s 
basket! 


